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LETTEE, OF TRANSMITTAL. 



Office of Factory Inspectors, 

Providence, E. I., January 7th, 1902. 

To His Excellency Charles Dean Kimball, 

Governor State of Rhode Island : 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 68 of the General 
Laws, we have the honor to submit to you, and through you to 
the General Assembly, this the eighth annual report of the Factory 
Inspectors of this State, covering the inspection of factories, work- 
shops, and mercantile establishments during the year ending 
December 31, 1901. 

EespectfuUy submitted, 

J. ELLEEY HUDSON, 
HELEN M. JENKS, 

Factm'y Inspectors, 



REPORT. 



The State Factory Inspectors respectfully present 4Jieir eighth 
annual report, as follows : 

In the discharge of the duties assigned us in Chapter 68 of the 
General Laws, we have during the year ending December 31, 1901, 
inspected six hundred and seventeen (617) establishments. This 
number includes' fifty -four (54) new establishments, or places never 
before visited, but there were thirty-two (32) of the places included 
in last year's report which have been closed throughout the year 
and which, therefore, do not appear in this report; making the net 
increase over the number reported last year twenty-two (22). Of 
the fifty-four (54) new places, thirty-one (31) are located in the city 
of Providence, sixteen (16) in other cities and towns of Providence 
county, and the balance in other parts of the State. 

The number of employees found in the various establishments 
was divided as follows : 

Males of sixteen years of age and over 47,304 

Females of sixteen years of age and over ... 34,192 

Total 81,496 

Males under sixteen years of age 2,732 

Females under sixteen years of age 2,336 

Whole number of children 5,068 

Total number employed 86,564 
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The foregoing figures, compared with those reported last year, 
show an increase of two thousand nine hundred and sixty -seven 
(2,967) in the number of men employed ; an increase of one thou- 
sand nine hundred and seventy-seven (1,977) in the number of 
women employed ; a decrease of one hundred and twelve (112) in 
the number of boys employed; and a decrease of seventy-three 
(73) in the number of girls employed ; a net increase of four thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty-nine (4,759) in the whole number 
employed. 

The number of children employed is one hundred and eighty- 
five (185) less than was reported last year. While this decrease is 
small, and while the number of children employed the past year 
has been larger, with two exceptions, than in previous years, still 
it is, in a degree, gratifying to know that it was proportionately 
smaller than in any year since the factory law was enacted. In 
1900, 6.4 per cent, of the total number of employees were children 
under sixteen years of age. The figures of our present report for 
the year just closed show the percentage of child labor to have 
been 5.8, while the lowest for any previous year was 6 per cent, in 
1899. To persons who have read the inspection reports of other 
States, this percentage may appear large, but a comparison of the 
scope of the factory laws of other manufacturing States with that 
of our law will place us in a better light. The factory inspection 
law of this State includes in its provisions the oversight of only 
such establishments as employ women or children to the number 
of five. If all places giving employment to labor, without regard 
to the number, sex, or age of employees, came under its provisions, 
as is the case in many States, we feel confident that Rhode Island 
would rank favorably in its proportion of child labor, notwith- 
standing the fact that our age limit admits children into the fac- 
tories and workshops two years earlier in life than does that of 
most States. The following table shows the number of adults and 
children employed in the State by counties, cities, and towns : 
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The State, Counties, Cities, and Towns. 



The State 



Providence County 

BurrillvlUe 

Central Falls 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence . . 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence. 
North Smithfield . . 

Pawtacket 

Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket 



Bristol County. 

Bristol 

Warren 



Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich . 

Warwick 

West Greenwich. 

Newport County 

Newport 

Tiverton 



Washington County... 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. 

Richmond 

South Kingstown . 
Westerly 




81,496 



904 
85*2 
55;i 

2,164 
184 
421 
877 
547 
685 



s 

0) 



o 



5,068 



69,425 


3,951 


2,042 


106 


2,122 


117 


434 


1 


4,040 


206 


1,316 


18 


48 


1 


684 


104 


2,294 


126 


855 


97 


873 


86 


9,809 


775 


36,375 


1,735 


510 


69 


551 


38 


7,472 


582 


2,566 


178 


1,433 


82 


1,183 


91 


6,487 


746 


1,210 


165 


175 


27 


6,027 


554 


26 


■••• ••»• 



85 

2 

88 

118 

1 

28 

8 

85 

41 



• 

13 

1 


Per cent. 

of 
children. 


86,564 


5.8 


73,876 


5.4 


2,148 


4.9 


2,289 


5.2 


435 


0.2 


4,246 


4.8 


1,884 


1.8 


49 


2.0 


788 


18.3 


2,420 


5.2 


952 


10.1 


909 


4.0 


10,584 


7.3 


38,110 


4.5 


569 


10.8 


589 


6.6 


8,004 


6.6 


2,739 


6.8 


1,516 


5.4 


1,224 


7.4 


7,188 


10.4 


1,875 


12.0 


202 


18.8 


5,681 


9.9 


26 
989 




8.6 


864 


0.6 


685 


18.9 


2,277 


5.0 


185 


0.5 


449 


6.2 


385 


2.1 


582 


6.0 


676 


6.0 



2 
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A comparison of the figures in the foregoing table with those 
published in our last report will show that in Providence county 
there was an increase in the tofcal number of employees of five 
thousand six hundred and sixteen (5,616), which is greater than 
that for the whole State, and of which two thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen (2,816) were found in the city of Providence. In New- 
port county there was an increase of one hundred and sixty-eight 
(168). In Bristol, Kent, and Washington counties there was a 
decrease of one hundred and forty-two (142), two hundred and 
thirty-six (236), and six hundred and forty seven (647), respec- 
tively, making the net increase for the State as before mentioned. 
The noticeable decrease in the number employed in Washington 
county is largely accounted for in the idleness of the mills of the 
Rodman Manufacturing Company, located at Lafayette, Shady 
Lea, and Wakefield, and of the Campbell Mills at Potter Hill. 

The following table gives a summary of the statistics of the 
reports of this department for the several years that the factory 
law has been in force : 



Year. 



1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901, 



Number of 
places vis- 
ited. 


Number of 
adults em- 
ployed. 


Number of 

children 

employed. 


294 


55,109 


5,217 


293 


53,523 


4,473 


379 


50,068 


4,065 


355 


56,072 


4,786 


433 


63,259 


4,539 


549 


72,296 


4,666 


595 


76,552 


5,253 


617 


81,496 


5,068 



Total 

number 

employed. 



Percentage 
of children. 



60,326 
57,996 
54,133 
60,858 
67,798 
76,692 
81,805 
86,564 



8.5 
7.7 
7.5 
7.9 
6.5 
6.0 
6.4 
5.8 



There has been a marked improvement in the sanitary condition 
of many of the factories, and a general change for the better 
throughout the State. 

There have been eighty-three accidents reported during the 
year — an increase of four. Many of the accidents were slight in 
their nature, and but one was fatal. The fatal accident occurred 
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at the Slater mill, Pawtucket, in which a young lad lost his life on 
a freight elevator, upon which he was said to have been riding 
contrary to the rules of the establishment. There have been a 
number of accidents to young women, resulting from their hair 
being caught in belts and machinery. Among the girls employed 
in our factories there is a very prevalent habit of wearing the hair 
hanging down the back loosely and in braid while they are en- 
gaged in their work of tending the machinery. The practice is a 
very dangerous one, and we have recommended manufacturers to 
forbid it, believing such action to be within the spirit of the law 
providing for the safety of employees. 

We are still of the opinion that some change is needed in the 
law as regards child labor, and believe that an amendment em- 
bodying our suggestions made in former reports would be pro- 
ductive of beneficial results. We also believe that the scope of 
the law should be extended so as to include among the places 
coming under its provisions all workshops where women and 
children are employed, without regard to the number. We know 
of no reason why three, two, or even one, should not receive the 
same oversight through the factory law that is at present accorded 
to five. 

Our relations with the manufacturers have been most pleasant. 
We have been treated with uniform kindness and courtesy, and 
our recommendations have met with due consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 
HELEN M. JENKS, 

Factory Inspectors, 
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FACTORY INSPECTION. 



CHAPTER 68. 

OF FACTOKY INSPECTION. 
Section 1. No child under twelve years of age shall be children under 

twelve years of 

employed in any factory, manufacturing or mercantile estab- js® \o\l^ ^ 

lishment, within this state. It shall be the duty of every ^**^' 
person, firm or corporation employing children, to keep a 

register in which shall be recorded the name, birthplace, age Reuister of 

children under 

and place of residence of every person employed under the sixteen years 
age of sixteen years ; and said register shall be produced for ^®J^*- 
inspection on demand by either of the inspectors appointed 
under this chapter. 

Sec. 2. No person, firm or corporation employing less what deemed 

to be employ- 

than five persons who are women or children shall be deemed ™?°* "^'l®^ 

^ this chapter. 

a factory, manufacturing or mercantile establishment within 
the meaning of this chapter. 

Sec. 3. The governor shall, within the fifteenth and thir- Factory inspeo- 
tieth days of June, in the year eighteen hundred ninety-seven, pointed, and 
and between the fifteenth and thirtieth days of June in every 
third year thereafter, appoint two factory inspectors, one of 
whom shall be a woman, whose term of office shall be three 
years from date of their appointment and until their suc- 
cessors shall qualify. They shall at all times be subject to Removal from 

office, and 

removal by the governor for neglect of duty or malfeasance vacancies. 
in the discharge of duty ; and in case of removal, as afore- 
said, or of vacancies in said offices from any cause, the gov- 
ernor shall appoint successors to fill such vacancies for the 
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Dalies of in- 
spectors. 



Expenses. 



Hoisting-shafts 
and well holes 
to be properly 
inclosed. 



unexpired term of said oflSce. The said inspectors shall be 
empowered to visit and inspect, at all reasonable hours, and 
as often as practicable, the factories, workshops, and other 
establishments in the state employing women or children, 
and shall report to the general assembly of this state at its 
January session in each year, including in said report the 
names of the factories, the number of such hands employed, 
and the number of hours work performed each week. It 
shall also be the duty of said inspectors to enforce the pro- 
visions of this chapter, and to prosecute all violations of the 
same before any court of competent jurisdiction in the state. 
The said inspectors shall devote their whole time and atten- 
tion to the duties of their respective oflSces. In case of any 
conflict of authority between the said inspectors, either of 
them may apply for instructions to the governor, whose de- 
cision of the controversy, after hearing the statement of each 
inspector and making such further investigation of the cir- 
cumstances as he may deem necessary, shall be final. 

Sec. 4. All necessary expenses incurred by such inspectors 
in the discharge of their duties shall be paid from the funds 
of the state, upon the presentation of proper vouchers for 
the same approved by the governor: Provided^ that not 
more than twelve hundred dollars shall be expended by the 
said inspectors in the aggregate in any one year. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the owner, agent or lessee 
of any such factory, manufacturing or mercantile establish- 
ment, where hoisting-shafts or well-holes are used, to cause 
the same to be properly and substantially enclosed or secured 
if, in the opinion of the inspectors, it is necessary to protect 
the life or limbs of those employed in such establishments. 
It shall be the duty of the owners, agent or lessee to provide 
or to cause to be provided, such proper trap or automatic 
doors, so fastened in or at all elevator-ways as to form sub- 
stantial surfaces when closed, and so constructed as to open 
and close by action of the elevator in its passage either 
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ascending or descending, if so directed by said factory 
inspectors or either one of them. 
Sec. 6. No minor under sixteen years of age shall be Minor under 

sixteen years 

allowed to clean machinery while in motion, unless the same ciean^machin-^ 
is necessary and is approved by said inspectors as not dan- motton^^^Beit- 
gerous. All belting and gearing shall be provided with to^be"guarded!^ 
proper safeguard. 

. Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the owners or superintend- ^e*S5rtid?4kh^ 
ent to report in writing to the factory inspectors all fatal "^ * "^* 
accidents within forty -eight hours after their occurrence; 
and all accidents which prevent the injured person or per- 
sons from returning to work within two weeks after the in- 
jury shall, within one week after the expiration of such two 
weeks, be reported in writing by the person in charge of 
such establishment or place to the said inspectors, stating 
as fully as possible the cause of such accidents. 
Sec. 8. Water-closets, earth-closets or privies shall be water closets 

and separate 

provided in all places where women and children are em- dre^ssing-roonas 

'^ *■ to be provided 

ployed, in such manner as shall, in the judgment of said in- g^Ji^^"^®" *°^ 
specters, meet the demands of health and propriety. Sep- 
arate dressing-rooms for women and girls shall be provided 
in all establishments where such are deemed a necessity 
by said factory inspectors; and in every manufacturing, 
mechanical or mercantile establishment in which women and 
girls are employed, there shall be provided, conveniently 
located, seats for such women and girls, and they shall be 
permitted to use them when their duties do not require their 
standing. 

Sec. 9. If the factory inspectors, or either one of them, Duties of in- 

•^ "^ ' ' spectors. 

find that the heating, lighting, ventilation or sanitary arrange- 
ment of any shop or factory is such as to be injurious to the 
health of the persons employed therein, or that the means of 
egress in case of fire or other disaster is not sufficient, or in 
accordance with all the requirements of law, or that the belt- 
ing, shafting, gearing, elevators, drums and machinery, in 

9 
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shops and factories are located so as to be dangerous to em- 
ployees, and not sufficiently guarded, or that the vats, pans 
or structures filled with molten metal or hot liquid are not 
surrounded with proper safeguards for preventing accident 
or injury to those employed at or near them, either or both 
shall notify the proprietor of such factory or workshop to 
make the alterations or additions necessary within ninety 
days; and if such alterations or additions are not made 
within ninety days from the day of such notice, or within 
such time as such alterations can be made with proper dili- 
gence upon the part of said proprietors, said proprietors or 
agents shall be deemed guilty of violating the provisions of 
this chapter, subject, however, to the right of appeal as 
hereinafter provided. 
AppeaUrom gEO. 10. Any persou who is aggrieved by any order of 

to^istrior^'^ said inspectors, may appeal therefrom to the district court of 
^^^ ' the judicial district in which the building which is the subject 

of the order is situated, by filing his reasons of appeal within 
seven days after the date of the order appealed from, and by 
giving notice thereof to the inspector who made the order 
within forty-eight hours after filing said reasons of appeal ; 
and said court shall proceed to hear the said appeal at its 
first session after such notice shall have been given, and shall 
approve, modify or revoke said order as it may deem riglit, 
subject, however, to the right of a jury trial after decision, as 
prescribed in section seven of chapter two hundred thirty- 
seven. And any such decision of said court from which a 
jury trial is not claimed shall be final and conclusive. 
Factory inspec- Sec; 11. The state shall provide a suitable office for the 

tors to have an 

office. Tise Qf gai(j factory inspectors; and said factory inspectors 

May adminis. shall have the power to administer oaths or affirmations in 

cases where persons desire to verify documents connected 
with the proper enforcement of this chapter. 

Sec. 12. Any person who knowingly violates any of the 
provisions of this chapter, or who knowingly suffers or per- 



ter oaths. 
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mits any child or woman to be employed in violation of its Penalty for the 

•^ . violation of the 

provisions, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on fhis^chapterf 
conviction shall be punished by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 13. A printed copy of this chapter shall be posted of tMs^cSapter 
by the inspectors in each work-room of every factory, manu- where, 
facturing or mercantile establishment where persons are em- 
ployed who are affected by the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The inspectors created by section three of this not^re'2ire?fto 
chapter shall not be required to give surety nor personal ilnoeforoosts. 
recognizance for costs. 



AX ACT IN AMENDMENT OF AND IN ADDITION TO CHAP- Passed Sept. 20, 

1899. 

TER 68 OF THE GENERAL LAWS. 

It is enacted 1/y the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. The factory inspectors created under section 
three of chapter sixty-eight of the General Laws shall, in 
addition to their duties therein provided, enforce the provis- 
ions of section twenty-two, chapter one hundred ^nioety- 
eight, of the General Laws, and of any acts in amendment 
thereof or in addition thereto, and may prosecute all viola- 
tions of the same before any court of competent jurisdiction 
in the state. 

Sec. 2. The said factory inspectors shall not be required 
to give surety nor personal recognizance for costs in making 
complaints in accordance with the provisions of section one 
of this act. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect on and after its passage. 



